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of Education and Telehealth

The COVID-19 crisis has impacted 
everyone in significant ways. 
Children with special needs are 
particularly susceptible to falling 
behind their peers without in-
school learning and specialized 
educators. 

Further, because of social 
distancing guidelines, they have 
been unable to receive additional 
therapies they need to thrive. 
Even with telehealth offerings, 
low income families are unable 
to afford the equipment and 
technology that would allow their 
child to continue therapy virtually, 
widening the digital learning gap 
for the most vulnerable. 

The Shooting Star Foundation 
was proud to help these families 
“stay in the swing” of learning 
during the COVID-19 summer with 
a $20,000 donation to telehealth 
and educational therapy providers. 

As the back to school uncertainties 
linger, The Shooting Star 
Foundation is making a concerted 
effort to keep children with special 
needs in the swing of education with 
scholarship grants and technology 
allowing parents the financial 
flexibility to make healthcare 
decisions with their providers to 
ensure their child receives the best 
possible care. Face-to face when 
they can and virtually when they 
need to, ensuring our bright future 
for all children.

HOW YOU CAN HELP:
Become an event sponsor! All of 
our sponsorship information can 
be found on page four. Title and 
Platinum sponsors can double 
their impact! A portion of your 
sponsorship will go towards our  
donation matching initiative during 
the event.



Since the beginning of The Shooting Star Foundation, we have 
hosted a private, invitation only, casual social event for donors, 
sponsors, and partners to get together all in one location for one 
night. This year will be a little different...

Our first ever virtual event will be open to anyone with access 
to electronic device giving us the opportunity to reach a larger 

audience and for our star to shine brighter.

We are excited to announce our emcee, Kare 11 ‘s Ellery McCardle, 
a special needs and autism awareness supporter.    
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DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT

TITLE 
SPONSOR
1 AVAILABLE

• Prominent logo placement: virtual welcome & event 
credits, website (Homepage, Premier Sponsor Section 
& Partner Page), Placement on all collateral material 
(Donation page, Invitations, Newsletters)

• Mention by event host, Kare 11’s Ellery McCardle at the 
beginning of the virtual event Zoom Call

• Individual thank you post on Facebook and LinkedIn, to 
be shared by event host, Kare 11’s Ellery McCardle

• Thank you blog on the shootingstarfoundation.org news  
section (up to 800 words)

• Eight free event/raffle tickets 
• Eight SSF T-Shirts

DONATIONS OF $5,000*

GOLD 
SPONSOR

• One group thank you post for all Gold Level Sponsors 
on Facebook & LinkedIn

• Logo placement: virtual event credits, website 
(Premier Sponsor Section & Partner Page)

• Four free event/raffle tickets 
• Four SSF T-Shirts

DONATIONS OF $1,000

SILVER 
SPONSOR

• One group thank you post for all Silver Level Sponsors 
on Facebook & LinkedIn

• Logo placement: virtual event credits, website (Premier 
Sponsor Section & Partner Page)

• Two free event/raffle tickets 
• Two SSF T-Shirts

DONATIONS OF $500

PLATINUM 
SPONSOR

• Individual thank you post on Facebook and LinkedIn
• Logo placement: virtual event credits, website (Premier 

Sponsor Section & Partner Page), event newsletter footer
• Six free event/raffle tickets 
• Six SSF T-Shirts

DONATIONS OF $2,500*

*Title and Platinum sponsors can double their donation.   
A portion of your sponsorship will go towards our donation matching initiative 

during the event. Your donation represents the maximum sponsorship level. EVENT SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
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Our Mission 
We are dedicated to helping children with special  

needs receive early-interventional therapy that can change their lives. 

The Foundation 

The Shooting Star Foundation is a Christian non-profit organization  
providing financial assistance to Minnesota families for the care  
and development of children with special needs from birth to age 6.

What we do 
We provide financial assistance to local families who are unable to  
afford the consistent therapy needed to better ensure a productive  

adult life for their child with special needs.

We partner with local providers who offer physical therapy,  
occupational therapy, speech therapy and special needs preschool. 

By awarding annual scholarships, grants or special gifts through these 
providers, we work to lessen the financial burden on families whose child 

may require a significant investment above what insurance can cover.
 

We focus on children with special needs from birth to age 6.  
By enhancing their access to therapy at a critical period in their  
development, we offer children the best opportunity to enroll in  

school programs at age 6 and beyond.

We provide hope to families. The financial and emotional challenges  
of caring for a child with special needs are significant. By working to  

ease that burden, we help families look forward to a brighter future for  
their Shooting Star and everyone in the family.

Since being founded multiple scholarships have  
been awarded to Minnesota families.

ABOUT US
THE MISSION



The financial commitment necessary to 
give Jimmy the help he needs to grow and 
thrive was out-of-reach for his family.  

Thanks to a need identified by St. David’s 
Center for Child & Family Development, the 
Shooting Star Foundation was able to give 
the gift of hope to Jimmy and his family.

Jimmy

Thanks to your generous support of 
the Shooting Star Foundation, Honore 
has been receiving the speech therapy, 
occupational therapy and special needs 
preschool at St. David’s Center for Child 
and Family Development. 
 
His attention and imitation skills have 
improved, which have led to an increase in 
his expressive vocabulary. He has friends 
who line up to hug him and say, “Bye bye”, 
and you can clearly see the joy on his face.

Honore

We cannot tell you how much this gift 
means right at this time in our lives.  
We have recently had some difficult times 
financially and the weight of this bill being 
lifted is nothing short of a miracle for us. 

We cannot express enough thanks for this 
gift we’re receiving. We are so appreciative 
and can assure you we will pay this forward.

Everly

Jordyn’s family received a Shooting Star 
Foundation grant, that has allowed Jordyn 
to receive additional care at Fraser, which 
have given her parents hope that she will 
continue to strive as she grows.

Jordyn

Why we do it.
So voices can be heard.



 

 

DISABILITIES CAN COST AROUND 

$10,000 ANNUALLY
OUT-OF-POCKET 

STRICTLY FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

of families are concerned 
about being able to provide 
lifetime care for their 
special needs child.

69% 
of parents spend more
than 40 hours per week 
assisting their special
needs child

32% 

RAISING A CHILD
TO AGE 18 COSTS

$250,000
CHILDREN WITH

DISABILITIES AND 
SPECIAL NEEDS 

ARE UP TO
10X GREATER

ON AVERAGE 1 IN 6 CHILDREN 
WILL HAVE ONE OR MORE 
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

Grant Recipients

Our impact!
Since 2016 we have been able to provide assistance to  

81 families who have young children with special needs.

We are so honored to be working with some of the best early 
childhood therapy providers in Minnesota including Fraser,  

St. David’s, and Gillette Children’s Hospital with scholarship grants 
for their most vulnerable patients. Through our grant program we 
offer families the financial flexibility to make healthcare decisions 
with a specialized medical experts to ensure their child receives 

the best possible care to ensure a bright future.

44 Families have been 
gifted a scholarship 37 Families have received 

Telehealth assistance

As heard on
CLICK 
HERE 

to listen

https://wccoradio.radio.com/media/audio-channel/morgan-traynor-on-how-you-can-help-kids-with-autism?fbclid=IwAR1vOh0piddxo2-y0iH-AVXcoTJuUHLTp4KtFsJ21-umb_scIJeGmqzGdQY
https://wccoradio.radio.com/media/audio-channel/morgan-traynor-on-how-you-can-help-kids-with-autism?fbclid=IwAR1vOh0piddxo2-y0iH-AVXcoTJuUHLTp4KtFsJ21-umb_scIJeGmqzGdQY


JOE BILLER 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND CO-FOUNDER 
 
Joe co-founded the foundation after his  
daughter, was diagnosed with a unique  
chromosomal condition.  
 
Joe is a Managing Director at 3x5 Partners. 
He also serves on several for-profit boards. 
 
Joe and his family live in  Chanhassen and 
attend Westwood Community Church.

TOM LETSCHER 
BOARD MEMBER 
 
As Tom and his family are devoted to 
serving those in need, he joined the 
foundation to help bring the mission of the 
foundation to life. 
Tom is a partner at Fox Rothschild LLP, a 
national law firm.  
In addition he also serves as vice chair 
of the Board of Directors and chair of 
the Executive Committee of the Catholic 
Community Foundation of MN.

MIKE BOYLE 
BOARD MEMBER 
 
Mike is President and CEO of Unrestricted 
MKTG.  With a strong passion for how 
nonprofits seek to improve the quality of 
life, Mike joined the foundation to help 
make a difference and brighter futures 
for children and families.
 
A longtime resident of the Twin Cities, 
Mike and his wife, live in Chaska with 
their three kids.

MORGAN TRAYNOR 
BOARD MEMBER 
 
Morgan is the Senior Director of 
Operational Excellence at Ryan Companies 
US, Inc. She has been an advocate for 
special needs as her daughter, Leighton, 
was diagnosed with Autism at age 3.
 
Morgan and her family attend Rockpoint 
Church in Lake Elmoand are members of 
a Life Group while her girls are involved 
in AWANA.

BEN KRUGER 
BOARD MEMBER 
 
Ben and his wife have a connection to the 
many challenges that children with special 
needs experience.  At age 3, their son Cole 
was diagnosed with Autism and through 
the early intervention of caring and skilled 
professionals at St. David’s Center, his life 
was transformed. 
Ben is the Vice President and Commercial 
Leader of Cargill’s Cocoa and Chocolate 
business in North America – leading all 
sales and marketing activities for  
the region.

JOEL BARKER 
BOARD MEMBER 
 
Joel is President of Brave North Technology, 
a MN based technology firm. Previously 
Joel served in leadership positions and as a 
nonprofit consultant. Past leadership roles 
include serving as the VP of Development at 
Fraser, a SSF grant partner. 

Joel and his wife, Emily, and son, Paxson, 
live in St. Louis Park. Joel also serves on the 
board for Missions Inc. and the grant review 
board at Shavlik Family Foundation.

KIRK SPRESSER 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 
 
After being touched by the Biller’s  story 
and passion, Kirk was honored to join the 
foundation.  
 
Kirk holds experience as a former Red 
Lobster President, as well as a variety of 
non-profits. Including a Meals for Wheels 
start up in Florida, and annual mission trips.
 
Kirk is a parent of three, and a member of 
Westwood Community Church.

MIKE ECHOLS 
BOARD MEMBER 
 
After working with the Ronald McDonald 
House, Mike joined the foundation as 
he holds first hand experience of living a 
unique childhood, and seen how this kind 
of support can help. 
 
Mike has worked for the Pohlad Family for 
the past 10 years and currently preside in 
Minneapolis with his wife and son. 

MELISSA BILLER 
CO-FOUNDER 
 
Melissa co-founded the foundation after 
her daughter, was diagnosed with a unique  
chromosomal condition.
 
Melissa is a full-time mom to three children 
and attends Westwood Community Church. 
 
Previously she worked as a Registered 
Nurse in the PICU at the University of 
Minnesota Children’s Hospital.

JEFF STONE 
BOARD MEMBER 
 
As a committed Christian, Jeff joined the 
foundation to be an advocate for children 
and families.  
 
Jeff runs a media communications company 
called “Picture Time,” and is actively 
involved with his church at Grace Church of 
Eden Prairie. 
 
Jeff has been married for 17 years, and lives 
in Chaska with their three children.

FOUNDATION
THE TEAM SUPPORT

Anyone who does anything 
to help a child in his life is a 
hero to me.

- Fred Rodgers



The one who blesses others 
is abundantly blessed

Proverbs 11:25
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